IN THE CLAIMS; 

The claims presented for examination are as follows: 
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1. (Currently Amended) An electronic manuaV search system including an 
electronic manual which is composed of a plurality off parts, the system 
comprising: 

a reference number table which stores, for olach part of the electronic 
manual, a reference number expressing how man/ times the part is referred to by a 
user , wherein the reference number is generated/bv automatically coimting a topic 
which has been referred to as a search result iri the past and the reference number 
records the number of times the respective t/pic has been referred to : 

a search process imit which searches contents of the parts based on a 
search condition; wherein the search propess unit searches contents of each part in 
order based on the reference number; arid 

a search result display imit wmch displays parts which resulted from the 
search process unit, in order based (&n the reference number^ 
wherein the electronic manual consists of: 

(1) information which isAo be searched bv a help function of an 
application program: or 

(2) searching of an electronic dictionary . 



2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Original) The electronic manual search system of claim 1 ftirther 
comprising a reference/number update unit which increments by one the reference 
number of a part when the user selects and/or refers to the part among parts which 
are displayed by theAearch result display unit. 
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4. (Original) The electronic manual search system of claim 1 further 
comprising a reference number update unit which increments by one the reference 
number of a p^ displayed immediately before the user stops displaying of the 
search results/ 
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5. (Original) The electronic manual sparch system of claim 1, wherein the 
order of displaying the searched parts is a descending order of the reference 
number of the parts. / 

6. (Previously Amended) The eleatronic manual search system of claim 1, 
wherein the order of searching the parts is a descending order of the reference 
number of the parts. / 

7. (Original) The electronic majnual search system of claim 1, wherein the 
reference number table is incorporates into the electronic manual. 

8. (Original) The electronic tnanual search system of claim 1, wherein the 
reference number table stores the reference number for each attribute of the user. 

9. (Currently Amended) An electronic manual search system including an 
electronic manual which is coniposed of a plurality of parts, the system 
comprising: / 

a reference nxmiber table which stores, for each part of the electronic 
manual, a.reference number Expressing the number of times the part is referred to 
by a use r, wherein the referefnce number is generated bv automatically counting a 
topic which has been referribd to as a search result in the nast and the reference 
number records the number of times the respective topic has been referred to : and 

a search process xmit which searches contents of the parts for topics 
satisfying a search condmon in order based on the reference number 
wherein the electronic manual consists of: 

(1) informatioiy which is to be searched bv a help function of an 
application program: j>T 

(2) searching pf an electronic dictionary . 

10. (Currentuy Amended) A method of searching an electronic manual 
which is composed of a plurality of parts, wherein the electronic manual consists 
of (1) information/which is to be searched by a help function of an apphcation 
program or (D searching of an electronic dictionary, the method comprising the 
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stepaof: 

\ storing, for each part, a_reference number expressing the number of times 
the part is referred to by a use r, wherein the reference number is generated by 
automatifcallv counting a topic which has been referred to as a search result in the 
past and tVe reference number records the number of times the respective topic has 
been referrad to : 

searching contents of the parts based on a search condition; wherein the 
searching steAsearches contents of each part in order based on the reference 
number; and \ 

displayiiJg parts which result from the searching step, in order based on the 
reference numben 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Originallxhe method of claim 10, wherein the order of displaying the 
searched parts is a descending order of the reference number of the parts. 

13. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the order of 
searching the parts is a descending order of the reference number of the parts. 

14. (Currently Amemded) A recording medium readable by a computer, 
tangibly embodying an elecraonic manual wherein the electronic manual consists 
of information which is to be searched by a help function of an application 
program or is searching of an electronic dictionary , comprising: 

a plvu-ality of parts; and \ 

a reference number of each part, the reference number representing the 
number of times the corresponding topic is referred to as searched results , wherein 
the reference number is generated by automatically counting a topic which has 
been referred to as a search result in the past and the reference number records the 
number of times the respective topic 1ms been referred to : wherein contents of 
each part are searchable in order based on the reference number. 

15. (Previously Amended) The rerording medium of claim 14, wherein 
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- 2 reference number is stored for each attr^ute of a user who refers to the part as 

3. I searched results. / 

1 16. (Previously Amended) The recording medium of claim 17, further 

2 comprising: displaying parts which are dfbtained by the searching step as search 

3 results, in order based on the referencemumber. 

1 17. (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable by a computer, 

2 tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the computer to 

3 perform a method of searching an electronic manual which is composed of a 

4 plurality of parts, the method comprising the steps of: 

5 storing, for each part, a rdference number expressing how many times the 

6 part is referred to by a use r, whyrein the reference number is generated by 

7 automatically counting a topicAvhich has been referred to as a search result in the 

8 past and the reference numby records the number of times the respective topic has 

9 been referred to : and / 

1 0 searching contents of the parts for topics satisfying a search condition in 

1 1 order based on the reference number^ 

12 wherein the electronic rnAnual consists of: 

13 (1) information Avhich is to be searched by a help function of an 

14 application program: or 

15 (2) searching of an electronic dictionary . 

1 18. (currentj/: ;' Amended) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier 

2 wave and representing a sequence of instructions which, when executed by a 

3 processor, cause tme processor to perform the actions of: 

4 storing, for each part of an electronic manual, a reference number 

5 expressing how many times the part is referred to by a use r, wherein the reference 

6 nimiber is gendrated by automatically counting a topic which has been referred to 

7 as a search reyxlt in the past and the reference number records the number of times 

8 the respective topic has been referred to, 

9 wherein the electronic manual consists of: (1) information which is to be searched 
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10 by a help function of an application program^^ (2"! searching of an electronic 

11 I dictionary : / 

12 ( A searching contents of the parts bas^a on a search condition; wherein 

13 contents of each part are searched in ord/r based on the reference number; and 

14 displaying parts which are obtamed by the searching step as search results, 

15 in order based on the reference number. 

1 1 9. Gurreritii^v Amended) A program product comprising, computer 

2 readable instructions and a recormng medivun bearing the computer readable 

3 instructions; the instructions bo/ing adaptable to enable a computer to operate 

4 according to the steps of: / 

5 storing, for each pam of an electronic manual, a reference number 

6 expressing the number ofidimes the part is referred to by a user , wherein the 

7 reference number is gemrated by automatically coimting a topic which has been 

8 referred to as a search/result in the past and the reference number records the 

9 number of times the/respective topic has been referred to. 

10 wherein the electronic manual consists of (1) information which is to be searched 

11 by a help functicm of an application program: or (2) searching of an electronic 

12 dictionary : / 

1 3 seardliing contents of the parts based on a search condition; wherein the 

14 searching searches contents of each part in order based on the reference number; 

15 and / 

1 6 yflisplaying parts which result from the searching step, in order based on the 

1 7 reference number. 



